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Prosecution of Apostasy and Idolatry 

Deuteronomy 16:21–22 (NKJV) 

"You shall not plant for yourself any tree, as a wooden image, near the altar which you build 
for yourself to the Lord your God. You shall not set up a sacred pillar, which the Lord your 
God hates." 

Moses begins this section with a strict prohibition against planting an Asherah pole or 
setting up a sacred pillar beside the altar of the Lord. One of the leading themes of 
Deuteronomy is the extreme danger of religious syncretism. What do we mean by this? We 
mean the bringing together of diverse and antithetical elements from a false religion and 
attempting to mesh them with the pure worship of God. Israel was constantly tempted to 
incorporate the practices of the surrounding Canaanites into their service to Yahweh, 
attempting to bring into God's holy presence the very things He expressly hates. 

We face this same temptation today, though it takes a diƯerent form. The idols of our age 
are not carved from wood or stone; they are ideologies, entertainments, and cultural 
comforts that we try to set up right next to the altar of God. We attempt to worship the Lord 
on Sunday while holding fast to the world's definitions of success, morality, and family on 
Monday. This is the slippery slope to apostasy. When men begin to incorporate the symbols 
and values of paganism into the worship of God, they are stepping onto the path of outright 
covenant violation. In God’s order, in God’s way, we cannot give ourselves to the things 
which He hates. 

Application 

Examine your own life and the life of your family for hidden syncretism. Identify the cultural 
"pillars" you may have erected next to your worship of God, such as prioritizing worldly 
success over spiritual faithfulness, or allowing ungodly media to shape your home's 
atmosphere. Tear down these idols through repentance, and commit to worshiping the Lord 
in spirit and in truth. 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, forgive us for the times we have tried to blend the ways of the world with 
our worship of You. Give us the spiritual discernment to recognize the idols of our age and 
the courage to tear them down. Purify our hearts, that we might serve You with undivided 
devotion. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

Day 2: The Blemished Sacrifice 

Deuteronomy 17:1 (NKJV) 
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"You shall not sacrifice to the Lord your God a bull or sheep which has any blemish or 
defect, for that is an abomination to the Lord your God." 

Following the prohibition against false idols, the text delivers a severe warning against the 
careless practice of giving defective, blemished sacrifices to the Lord. Driven by self-
interest and a lack of reverence, this kind of carelessness approaches worship in a 
haphazard way. It gives to God whatever is leftover—the blind, the lame, the sick animal 
that has no commercial value—rather than oƯering Him our absolute best. To oƯer a 
blemished sacrifice is to declare that God is not worthy of our costly devotion. 

When we give God the leftovers of our time, our energy, and our finances, we are oƯering 
Him a blemished sacrifice. We exhaust ourselves on our careers, our hobbies, and our 
personal ambitions, and then we bring our fatigue and distraction into the gathering of the 
saints. This careless worship starves our souls and slowly leads our hearts away from Him. 
Truly it is a beautiful story that Christ oƯered Himself as a lamb without blemish or spot for 
our redemption. Because He gave His absolute best for us on the cross, we must render to 
Him a sacrifice of praise and obedience that costs us something. 

Application 

Evaluate the "sacrifices" you are bringing to the Lord in your daily life. Are you giving Him the 
firstfruits of your time in prayer and reading the Word, or does He only get the exhausted 
leftovers at the end of the day? Make a concrete adjustment to your schedule this week to 
ensure God receives the best of your attention. 

Prayer 

Lord God, we confess that too often we have oƯered You blemished sacrifices, giving You 
only what is convenient. Remind us of the perfect sacrifice of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave Himself completely for our salvation. Teach us to honor You by giving the best of our 
time, energy, and resources for Your glory. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

Day 3: The Treason of Covenant Breaking 

Deuteronomy 17:2–3 (NKJV) 

"If there is found among you, within any of your gates which the Lord your God gives you, a 
man or a woman who has been wicked in the sight of the Lord your God, in transgressing 
His covenant, who has gone and served other gods and worshiped them, either the sun or 
moon or any of the host of heaven, which I have not commanded..." 

The text now shifts to the devastating crime of apostasy itself. The case described here 
involves a man or woman found among the covenant people who has gone and served 
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other gods. This is not describing a pagan outsider who happens to worship a false god in 
ignorance; this is a member of the covenant community committing spiritual treason. It is a 
fundamental denial of the validity of God's covenant, and it is a radical act of rebellion 
against the One who redeemed them. 

Notice that the text explicitly names "a man or a woman." In God's eyes, men have no 
higher calling than women do in terms of covenant faithfulness, and both are equally 
bound to the law of the covenant. To turn from the living God and serve the creations of 
human imagination is an act of profound wickedness carried out in the sight of the Lord. 
Through our baptism and our membership in the local church, we have publicly sworn 
allegiance to Jesus Christ. To turn back to the world after making such a profession is a 
betrayal of the highest order. 

Application 

Consider the weight of your profession of faith and the covenant you have made with God. 
Discuss with your family what it means to be faithful to the Lord, recognizing that both men 
and women are equally accountable before Him. Hold one another accountable to walk in 
obedience, guarding your hearts against the subtle drifts that lead to spiritual treason. 

Prayer 

Gracious God, keep us faithful to the covenant we have made with You through the blood of 
Jesus Christ. Protect us from the deceitfulness of sin and the lure of false gods. Strengthen 
our resolve to walk in obedience, holding fast to the confession of our hope without 
wavering. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

Day 4: The Diligent Investigation 

Deuteronomy 17:4–5 (NKJV) 

"...and it is told you, and you hear of it, then you shall inquire diligently. And if it is indeed 
true and certain that such an abomination has been committed in Israel, then you shall 
bring out to your gates that man or woman who has committed that wicked thing, and shall 
stone to death that man or woman with stones." 

Moses outlines the proper judicial procedure for handling a capital case, demonstrating 
that God is a God of absolute justice. Justice is not based on mere hearsay, rumor, or the 
passions of mob violence. There must be a credible report, followed immediately by a 
diligent preliminary investigation. Charges cannot be brought on suspicion alone; they 
must be firmly established and clearly substantiated. Biblical law leans heavily toward 
protecting the innocent, ensuring that no one is condemned without verifiable proof. 
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This principle reveals the very character of God. He is slow to anger, deliberate in His 
judgments, and entirely righteous in all His ways. What do we mean by this? We mean that 
God expects His people to practice this same careful justice in every sphere of life. We are 
not to jump to conclusions, entertain gossip, or act on unverified assumptions. Whether we 
are dealing with matters in the civil sphere, church discipline, or conflicts within our own 
homes, we are bound by God's standard of fairness and truth. 

Application 

Reflect on how you handle accusations, rumors, or conflicts in your relationships. Do you 
rush to judgment based on partial information, or do you "inquire diligently" to find the 
truth? Commit to being a person who protects the reputations of others by refusing to 
entertain gossip and requiring clear evidence before forming a judgment. 

Prayer 

Righteous Lord, You are the God of truth and justice. Forgive us for the times we have been 
hasty in our judgments or have listened to idle rumors. Give us the wisdom and patience to 
seek the truth diligently in all matters, reflecting Your righteous character to the world 
around us. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

Day 5: Practicing Justice in Our Homes 

Deuteronomy 17:6–7 (NKJV) 

"Whoever is deserving of death shall be put to death on the testimony of two or three 
witnesses; he shall not be put to death on the testimony of one witness. The hands of the 
witnesses shall be the first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hands of all 
the people. So you shall put away the evil from among you." 

The requirement of two or three witnesses ensures that justice is established firmly and 
without prejudice. This classic statement on the fundamental standards of a biblical court 
applies directly to the governance of our own homes. Fathers and mothers, the discipline in 
your home must be exercised justly. In God's order, in God's way, those who are in authority 
are not a law unto themselves. They are accountable to the God who delegated that 
authority to them. 

Children must know the rules before they can be justly punished for breaking them, and 
parents must make absolute sure of the oƯense before acting in discipline. When parents 
investigate diligently, listen carefully, and require clear evidence before enacting discipline, 
they reflect the holy justice of God to their children. We put away the evil from among us 
not through harsh, reactionary anger, but through measured, consistent, and righteous 
discipline that points our children to the ultimate Judge and Savior. 
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Application 

Parents, evaluate the way discipline is handled in your home. Is it reactionary and based on 
frustration, or is it measured, just, and thoroughly investigated? Ensure that your children 
clearly understand the standards of your home, and commit to disciplining them with 
fairness and biblical patience, representing God accurately to them. 

Prayer 

Father in heaven, we thank You for the authority You have established in the home and in 
the church. Grant parents the wisdom to govern their households with righteousness and 
grace. Help us to reflect Your perfect justice and Your tender mercy in the way we guide, 
correct, and love our children. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

Conclusion 

The statutes found in Deuteronomy 16 and 17 are far more than ancient civic codes; they 
are a profound revelation of what it means to live as a holy people before a holy God. They 
call us to examine the purity of our worship, ensuring that we bring no blemished sacrifices 
or worldly idols to the altar of the Lord. They remind us of the severe weight of covenant 
faithfulness, calling both men and women to absolute loyalty to Jesus Christ. Furthermore, 
they establish the bedrock principles of justice that must govern our courts, our churches, 
and our living rooms. By embracing these truths, we honor the God who redeemed us, 
preserving the peace and purity of our families and demonstrating the character of Christ 
to a watching world. 

 


