
God's Indictment Against Judah: A 5-Day Family Devotional 

We are embarking on a brief journey through the opening verses of Isaiah. When we open 
this book, we are stepping into a courtroom. God is pressing a covenant lawsuit against His 
own people. This devotional is designed to help your family evaluate your own hearts, 
recognize God as your faithful Provider, and renew your allegiance to His Word. 

Day 1: The Covenant Lawsuit 

Scripture Reading 

Isaiah 1:2a (NKJV) 

"Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth! For the Lord has spoken..." 

Devotional Reflection 

First of all, looking at the opening of this prophetic book, we see Isaiah standing as God's 
prosecuting attorney. He is calling the very heavens and earth to serve as witnesses to what 
God is about to say. He is reminding the nation of the warnings Moses originally gave in the 
book of Deuteronomy. 

What do we mean by this? Well, men and women who enter into a covenant with God are 
bound by His standard of truth and righteousness. God brings covenantal blessings for 
obedience and cursings for disobedience. He does not govern Israel casually. They are 
under His holy law. When we read this today, we must understand that God still holds His 
people to a standard of faithfulness. He expects us to listen when He speaks. We cannot 
ignore His Word and expect to enjoy His peace. 

Family Prayer 

Lord, to Thee we come today, recognizing Your absolute authority over heaven and earth. 
We ask that You would give us ears to hear Your Word. Keep our family from ignoring Your 
commands, and give us a deep reverence for Your holy law. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Day 2: The Rebellious Children 

Scripture Reading 

Isaiah 1:2b (NKJV) 

"...'I have nourished and brought up children, And they have rebelled against Me;'" 

Devotional Reflection 



Truly, it is a beautiful story to look back at how God formed the nation of Israel. He 
nourished them in the wilderness and brought them up as His very own children in the 
Promised Land. But the story turns tragic. They revolted against Him. 

There is nothing quite like the rebellion of a child against a parent who has loved them, 
sacrificed for them, and cared for them. God uses this painful picture to show the enormity 
of Judah's sin. In God's order, in God's way, the foundation of honor and obedience to the 
living God begins right in the home. When children rebel against their parents, they are 
practicing rebellion against God. We must train our children to submit to authority as unto 
the Lord. Not as unto men, but as unto the God who has given them that authority. 

Family Prayer 

Father, thank You for nourishing us and bringing us up with such patience. Forgive us for the 
times we have shown a rebellious spirit. Guard the hearts of the children in this home, that 
they would honor their parents and, in doing so, honor You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Day 3: The Wisdom of the Beasts 

Scripture Reading 

Isaiah 1:3a (NKJV) 

"The ox knows its owner And the donkey its master’s crib;" 

Devotional Reflection 

To expose how foolish Judah’s rebellion truly is, God points to the dumb beasts of the field. 
Visualize what is going on. The ox is a massive beast of burden, and the donkey is 
notoriously stubborn. Yet, both of these animals have enough sense to know who their 
owner is. They know exactly where the master's feeding trough is located. 

They do not wander oƯ and expect strangers to feed them. They return to the one who 
provides for them. God is making a profound point here about spiritual reality. Even the 
animals operate according to the design their Creator gave them. They recognize their 
provider. How much more should we, who are made in the image of God, recognize the 
hand that feeds us? We must never forget that God is our Provider. Every good gift in our 
home comes directly from His hand. 

Family Prayer 

Lord, we confess that sometimes we show less sense than the animals of the field. We 
forget that You are our Owner and our Provider. Remind us daily that everything we have 
comes from Your gracious hand. Keep us dependent on You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 



Day 4: A People Without Discernment 

Scripture Reading 

Isaiah 1:3b (NKJV) 

"...But Israel does not know, My people do not consider." 

Devotional Reflection 

Here is the tragic indictment: the animals know their master, but God’s own people had 
lost their spiritual discernment. They did not know Him. They did not consider His ways. 

The fool, according to the Bible, is not a silly person. The fool is one who despises 
instruction and wisdom from God. Israel had become foolish. They starved spiritually 
because they looked to the surrounding pagan nations for their nourishment instead of 
coming to the master's crib to be fed by God's Word. I know we can be guilty of looking at 
the world and complaining about its wickedness, but do we examine our own lives? Are we 
seeking our spiritual food from the culture, from our phones, and from the spirit of the age? 
We must consider our ways and return to the pure milk of the Word. 

Family Prayer 

Gracious God, please give us spiritual discernment. Do not let us become a people who do 
not consider Your truth. Forgive us for seeking satisfaction in the things of this world. Draw 
us back to Your Word so that our souls might be fed. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Day 5: Returning to the Master 

Scripture Reading 

Isaiah 1:4 (NKJV) 

"Alas, sinful nation, A people laden with iniquity, A brood of evildoers, Children who are 
corrupters! They have forsaken the Lord, They have provoked to anger The Holy One of 
Israel, They have turned away backward." 

Devotional Reflection 

God does not hide the reality of sin. He calls it exactly what it is. Israel was laden with 
iniquity. They had turned away backward. But the reason God brings a covenant lawsuit is 
to bring His people to repentance. The discipline of the Lord is meant to restore us. 

This is the center of the gospel message. We are entirely guilty under the law of God. We 
have all rebelled. But God, in His infinite mercy, provided a way back for His rebellious 
children. He sent His Son to perfectly fulfill the law and bear the curse of our rebellion on 



the cross. We must look to Him. Let us lead our families in covenant faithfulness, trusting 
completely in the greatest story that's ever been told, the gospel of Jesus Christ. He is our 
Master, and we belong entirely to Him. 

Family Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we thank You for the truth of the gospel. We admit that we are prone to 
turn backward and forsake Your ways. Thank You for Jesus Christ, who died for rebellious 
children so that we might be brought near. Help us to walk faithfully before You today, 
resting in Your grace. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 


