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Isaiah 1 – Repentance, Judgment, Restoration 

Day 1: The Mercy of the Indictment 

"Come now, and let us reason together, Says the Lord, Though your sins are like scarlet, 
They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool." — 
Isaiah 1:18 (NKJV) 

First of all, looking at the opening chapter of Isaiah, we find a direct and powerful call to 
repentance. Isaiah did not have a pleasant task. He had to stand before the nation, point 
out the sins of the people, and bring a divine indictment against Judah. But we must 
understand something fundamental about the character of God right here. A call to 
repentance is an expression of God's mercy. 

If He were not merciful, there would be no call to repent. There would only be a declaration 
of sudden, final judgment. What do we mean by this? Well, God is looking at a rebellious 
people, and instead of wiping them out instantly, He stops and says, "Come now, and let us 
reason together." He is saying, "Listen to reason. Think about what you are doing. See the 
folly of your way, and understand that if you will repent, I will forgive you." God’s warning is a 
severe mercy designed to turn us back to Him. 

Reflection 

How do you respond when God’s Word convicts you of sin? Do you view it as a harsh 
condemnation, or do you recognize it as the merciful invitation of a Father calling you to be 
cleansed? 

Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, we thank You for Your incredible mercy. If You were only a God of 
strict justice without grace, we would be consumed. Thank You for not leaving us in our 
blindness. Give us ears to hear Your warnings and hearts that are quick to reason with You 
and repent. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

Day 2: Ceasing Evil Before His Eyes 

"Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Put away the evil of your doings from before My 
eyes. Cease to do evil..." — Isaiah 1:16 (NKJV) 

The theology of repentance we see here in Isaiah is an unchanging theology. It applies to us 
today just as it did to Judah centuries before Christ. True repentance involves decisive 
action. Number one, we must confess our sin and seek His cleansing. But number two, we 
must "cease to do evil" from before His eyes. 
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Notice that specific phrase: from before My eyes. We are so often concerned with what 
men see. We clean up the outside. But to cease evil from before God's eyes means dealing 
with it in secret, when no one else sees us. It means addressing the thoughts, the private 
habits, and the hidden resentments that only God witnesses. We must break oƯ our sin. 
Repentance is not merely feeling bad about what we have done; it is the deliberate, grace-
fueled act of turning our backs on the evil we once loved. 

Reflection 

Are there sins in your life that you manage around other people but indulge in private? 
Remember that everything is laid bare before the eyes of God. Confess those hidden things 
to Him today. 

Prayer 

Lord, You see exactly who we are when the doors are closed. Forgive us for the times we 
have been content to simply look righteous before men while harboring evil before Your 
eyes. Give us a holy hatred for our own sin, and grant us the power to break it oƯ entirely. In 
Jesus' name, Amen. 

Day 3: The Textbook of Doing Good 

"Learn to do good; Seek justice, Rebuke the oppressor; Defend the fatherless, Plead for the 
widow." — Isaiah 1:17 (NKJV) 

We have seen that we must confess our sin, and we must cease to do evil. And the third 
thing is that we must "learn to do well." Doing good does not come naturally to us. We are 
born sinners. Left to ourselves, we will naturally bend toward selfishness, pride, and self-
preservation. Goodness is something we must be taught. 

Where do we learn it? We must learn it from the textbook of God's Word. We must study His 
law to understand what justice actually looks like, and then we must practice it in our 
homes and our communities. God commands His people to actively rebuke the oppressor, 
defend the fatherless, and plead for the widow. True repentance does not just leave us in a 
neutral state, simply avoiding bad things. It transforms us into people who actively pursue 
the righteous standards of God's law for the good of our neighbors. 

Reflection 

Doing good requires intentional study and practice. Are you actively seeking to learn what 
God calls "good" from Scripture, or are you relying on your own instincts? 

Prayer 
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Father, we confess that our own instincts are often selfish and flawed. Teach us from Your 
Word how to do well. Show us what true justice looks like, and give us the courage to 
defend the vulnerable and uphold Your righteous standard in our daily lives. In Jesus' name, 
Amen. 

Day 4: Sin is Rebellion, Not an Illness 

"Alas, sinful nation, A people laden with iniquity, A brood of evildoers, Children who are 
corrupters! They have forsaken the Lord, They have provoked to anger The Holy One of 
Israel..." — Isaiah 1:4 (NKJV) 

Today, we have a culture that wants to dismiss sin as an illness. Men want to say they just 
have a disorder, that they are victims of their circumstances, or that they simply cannot 
control themselves. But this is just a sophisticated way to refuse and rebel. It is an attempt 
to remove human accountability. 

Isaiah does not diagnose Judah with a societal sickness; he calls them a sinful nation, a 
brood of evildoers who have forsaken the Lord. Sin is rebellion against God. It is treason 
against the King of kings. It cannot be excused, and it cannot be redefined. It must be 
faced, and it must be dealt with at the cross. When we stop making excuses for our 
behavior and call it what God calls it—rebellion—we are finally in the position to receive the 
grace of the gospel. 

Reflection 

In what ways have you adopted the culture's habit of making excuses for your own sin? 
Have you blamed your temper, your lust, or your greed on your personality or 
circumstances? 

Prayer 

Holy God, forgive us for the times we have tried to minimize our sin by giving it clinical 
names or making excuses. We acknowledge that our sin is direct rebellion against Your holy 
law. We take full responsibility for our actions and throw ourselves upon Your mercy. In 
Jesus' name, Amen. 

Day 5: Crimson Made White 

"Come now, and let us reason together, Says the Lord, Though your sins are like scarlet, 
They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool." — 
Isaiah 1:18 (NKJV) 
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Isaiah brings a heavy, terrifying indictment against the people of God, but he does so to 
bring them to this magnificent promise. This is the center of the gospel message. No matter 
how deep the stain of our rebellion goes, there is complete cleansing available. 

Sin leaves a stain that no amount of human eƯort can wash out. Our guilt is like a deep 
scarlet dye set into the fabric of our souls. But the glorious promise of the gospel is this: the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin. When a man or woman truly repents—when 
they cease their evil and turn to Christ by faith—He does not merely cover the stain. He 
removes it entirely. He makes us as white as snow. He justifies us fully before the throne of 
God. 

Reflection 

Do you ever feel that your past sins are too dark or too frequent for God to truly forgive? 
How does the promise of this verse dismantle that fear? 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, we praise You for Your atoning work on the cross. We admit that our sins are like 
scarlet, deeply stained and impossible for us to remove. But we thank You for the blood of 
the New Covenant that makes us whiter than snow. Let us walk today in the joy and 
freedom of being completely cleansed. In Your holy name, Amen. 

 


