Isaiah 3 - Social Degradation Study Notes
Introduction

This week, our family worship will walk through the solemn warnings of Isaiah chapter
three. We are looking at a vivid picture of what happens when a society casts off God's law
and rebels against His order. The prophet is ministering to a people who are in deep
rebellion against God, and the Lord is actively removing His blessings of order, protection,
and leadership from the nation of Judah. As we read these warnings together as a family,
we must carefully examine our own home, our church, and our hearts to ensure we are
walking in covenant faithfulness to our King.

Day 1: The Removal of the Stay and Staff
Scripture Reading
Isaiah 3:1-3 (NKJV)

"For behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, Takes away from Jerusalem and from Judah The
stock and the store, The whole supply of bread and the whole supply of water; The mighty
man and the man of war, The judge and the prophet, And the diviner and the elder; The
captain of fifty and the honorable man, The counselor and the skillful artisan, And the
expert enchanter."

Devotional Teaching and Application

Isaiah gives to us here a terrifying picture of divine judgment falling upon a rebellious
people. God is actively taking away the "stay and the staff" from Judah, removing the very
foundations that hold their society together. What do we mean by this? Well, human
institutions are inherently unstable and frail. They require the constant props and supports
of wise men—elders, judges, and prophets who speak the truth without compromise.
These are the men who uphold justice, defend the weak, and provide a strong foundation
for both the civil government and the local church.

When God judges a rebellious people, He does not always send a foreign army immediately
to conquer them. Sometimes, He simply removes the honorable men, the mighty men, and
the counselors, leaving a nation to choke on its own foolish devices. In God's order, in
God's way, human society absolutely requires godly leadership to function. God places
them there to be a blessing and a shield to the people. We often take good leadership for
granted, assuming that peace and civil order are just the natural state of things, but true
stability is a sheer gift of God's providence.



| know we can be guilty of criticizing them or complaining about the leaders we have, but do
we pray for them? Do we pray that God would give our church and our nation mighty men,
honorable men, and counselors of true biblical wisdom? We must actively pray for and
support the leaders God has established, recognizing that a lack of godly leadership is one
of the severest judgments a people can face. We must ask the Lord to raise up men of
courage in our own day who will stand for His law.

Personal Reflection Question

How can our family show greater gratitude and offer more fervent, consistent prayer for the
faithful leaders God has placed over us in the church and society?

Daily Scripture Memory Verse
Isaiah 3:10 (NKJV)

"Say to the righteous that it shall be well with them, For they shall eat the fruit of their
doings."

Day 2: The Judgment of Foolish Rulers

Scripture Reading

Isaiah 3:4 (NKJV)

"I will give children to be their princes, And babes shall rule over them."
Devotional Teaching and Application

When God removes the honorable and wise elders from a society, He replaces them with
"children" and "babes." These are not literal toddlers sitting on thrones, but men who are
utterly childish in their character, demanding, selfish, and easily swayed by the emotions of
the crowd. What do we mean by this? Well, men die from various causes, do they not? Old
age, sickness, and disease take away the wise elders of a generation. But when God's
judgment falls heavily on a nation, there is no one mature enough, tested enough, or
righteous enough to step up and take their place.

Instead of men who look ahead and think of the spiritual inheritance of the next generation,
a judged nation receives men who only think of their immediate desires and political
survival. And here is the problem when we criticize them: we are not nearly so critical of
ourselves and our own households. If a nation is ruled by the immature and the cowardly, it
is almost always because the homes of that nation are filled with the immature and the
cowardly. The civil magistrate merely reflects the spiritual condition of the families he
governs.



In God's order, in God's way, true leadership begins in the living room and at the dinner
table. Fathers must raise up sons who are men of deep theological conviction, not easily
tossed about by the culture or hungry for the approval of men. If we abdicate our roles in
the family to pursue our own entertainment or ease, we cannot be surprised when our
society is eventually overrun by those who are completely unqualified to lead. We must
cultivate maturity, discipline, and a deep knowledge of God's Word in our children right
now.

Personal Reflection Question

In what specific ways are we tolerating childishness or selfishness in our home, and how
can we actively pursue spiritual maturity and responsibility this week?

Daily Scripture Memory Verse
Isaiah 3:10 (NKJV)

"Say to the righteous that it shall be well with them, For they shall eat the fruit of their
doings."

Day 3: The Breakdown of Respect
Scripture Reading
Isaiah 3:5 (NKJV)

"The people will be oppressed, Every one by another and every one by his neighbor; The
child will be insolent toward the elder, And the base toward the honorable."

Devotional Teaching and Application

Isaiah outlines the natural outworking of casting off God's law: the total breakdown of
authority and the rise of bitter oppression. When a society rejects the ultimate authority of
God over all of life, all lesser, human authorities quickly crumble into dust. The spirit that
the rebellious people of Judah had is the exact same spirit we see multiplying in our
modern culture today. It is a foul spirit that openly mocks age, despises accumulated
wisdom, and sneers at honorable, quiet conduct.

And if God has appointed the offices of parent, church elder, and civil magistrate, then we
need to submit to those officers as unto the Lord. Not as unto men, but as unto the God
who has given them authority over us for our good. This respect must be taught diligently
and practiced daily in our homes before it can ever be expected in the public square. If
children learn to mock their parents, roll their eyes at instruction, and despise the rules of
the house, they will absolutely become the next generation of oppressors and tyrants.



We must labor to cultivate homes where the ancient paths of Scripture are honored and
where godly character is praised far above worldly success or athletic achievement. God
place them there, and if parents abuse that authority or neglect to enforce it, they will give
an accountto the Lord. We must demand that our children speak respectfully to their
elders, not because we are power-hungry, but because we are training them to recognize
and submit to the loving authority of Jesus Christ.

Personal Reflection Question

How does our family speak about the elderly, the honorable, and the authority figures in our
lives when we are alone in our home?

Daily Scripture Memory Verse
Isaiah 3:10 (NKJV)

"Say to the righteous that it shall be well with them, For they shall eat the fruit of their
doings."

Day 4: Provoking the Eyes of His Glory
Scripture Reading
Isaiah 3:8-9 (NKJV)

"For Jerusalem stumbled, And Judah is fallen, Because their tongue and their doings Are
against the Lord, To provoke the eyes of His glory. The look on their countenance witnesses
against them, And they declare their sin as Sodom; They do not hide it. Woe to their soul!
For they have brought evil upon themselves."

Devotional Teaching and Application

The prophet declares that Jerusalem is ruined and Judah is fallen because their very words
and deeds are a direct assault against the Lord. They have reached a point of such severe
social degradation that they declare their sin as Sodom; they do not even bother to hide it
in the shadows anymore. Truly it is a tragic story when a nation reaches the point of
parading its rebellion openly in the streets. They are not merely struggling with private
temptations; they are institutionalizing wickedness and demanding that the righteous
celebrate their destruction.

This brazen, unblushing pride provokes the eyes of His glory. God is a perfectly holy God,
and His unyielding justice demands that such open, boastful rebellion be answered with
decisive judgment. We must understand that this level of cultural rot does not happen by
accident or overnight. It is the direct, unavoidable result of a people turning away from the
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clear, life-giving commands of Scripture. A type is something that was divinely intended to
be a picture, and here the fallen nation of Judah serves as a terrifying picture of the
trajectory of the modern Western world.

When a culture refuses to hide its sin and instead throws parades to honor it, the judgment
of God is already actively falling upon them. As Christian families, we must fiercely guard
our tongues and our doings to ensure we do not share in their rebellion. We must
completely reject the cultural lies about womanhood, manhood, marriage, and morality,
standing firmly and gladly on the unchanging truth of God's Word regardless of what it
costs us in the public square.

Personal Reflection Question

Are there any areas where we have allowed the culture to soften our view of sin, and how
can we stand more firmly on God's clear definitions of right and wrong?

Daily Scripture Memory Verse
Isaiah 3:10 (NKJV)

"Say to the righteous that it shall be well with them, For they shall eat the fruit of their
doings."

Day 5: The Promise to the Righteous
Scripture Reading
Isaiah 3:10-11 (NKJV)

"Say to the righteous that it shall be well with them, For they shall eat the fruit of their
doings. Woe to the wicked! It shall be ill with him, For the reward of his hands shall be given

him.
Devotional Teaching and Application

In the midst of all this darkness, anarchy, and impending judgment, God delivers a shining
word of absolute hope. Say to the righteous that it shall be well with them. This is the center
of the gospel message applied to the daily realities of living in a fallen world. Even when the
broader civil society is crumbling and the rulers are acting like spoiled children, God
intimately knows those who are His. He makes a clear, unchanging, and final distinction
between those who walk in covenant faithfulness and those who walk in proud rebellion.

The righteous will eat the fruit of their doings. Their quiet, steady obedience in the home,
their faithfulness in raising their children in the fear of the Lord, and their regular gathering
to worship the King on the Lord's Day will yield a massive harvest of blessing. God places
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us in these challenging, chaotic times not to wring our hands in despair, but to shine as
brilliant lights against a very dark backdrop. First of all, looking at the unshakable promise
of God, we find incredible hope, courage, and strength for the days ahead.

We do not need to fear the collapse of worldly institutions if our hope is firmly built on the
eternal kingdom of Jesus Christ. As we conclude our family worship this week, let us
joyfully renew our allegiance to our Lord together. Let us commit to obeying His perfect law,
trusting His sovereign providence over history, and resting in the profound, comforting
promise that no matter what happens in the culture around us, it shall be well with the
righteous.

Personal Reflection Question

How does the promise that "it shall be well with the righteous" give you courage to obey
God's law joyfully today, even when it is difficult or unpopular?

Daily Scripture Memory Verse
Isaiah 3:10 (NKJV)

"Say to the righteous that it shall be well with them, For they shall eat the fruit of their
doings."



