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Isaiah 3:26-4:6 – Impact of Haughty Women on Soceity 

Day 1: The Breakdown of God’s Order 

Scripture Block 

Isaiah 3:16 (NKJV): "Moreover the Lord says: 'Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, 
and walk with outstretched necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, 
making a jingling with their feet.'" 

Devotional Teaching and Application 

The Bible says that in the beginning God created man in His image, male and female. He 
gave them a dominion mandate to subdue the earth and rule it for His glory. In God's order, 
in God's way, the man and the woman are perfectly suited to fulfill specific, 
complementary roles. We could say that the two pillars of human society are men and 
women faithfully executing their calling before God. When either the man or the woman 
fails in their calling, society deteriorates. 

In the early verses of Isaiah 3, God judged Judah by removing their competent male 
leaders. The men had failed to lead, protect, and provide. But the problems in Judah were 
not merely the fault of incompetent men. The social chaos was equally the result of proud, 
worldly, and self-centered women. Isaiah specifically addresses the "daughters of Zion." 
This term refers to the covenant people, the women who lived in the city of God under the 
very shadow of the temple. They should have set the example of the beauty of holiness. 
Instead, they were consumed with themselves. 

When a culture abandons God's design, it does not just lose its morality; it loses its 
stability. The failure of men to lead courageously is almost always matched by the failure of 
women to live modestly and faithfully. We must recognize that our personal obedience to 
God’s design for manhood and womanhood is not just a private matter. It is a matter of 
covenant faithfulness that impacts the entire church and society. 

Personal Reflection Question 

How does our family actively uphold God’s design for male leadership and godly 
womanhood, and in what ways has the surrounding culture tempted us to abandon this 
order? 

Questions for Children 

1. Who did God create in the very beginning to rule the earth for Him? (He created man 
and woman, male and female.) 
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2. When men and women stop obeying God’s rules, what happens to the people 
around them? (Things fall apart and people get hurt, because we are breaking God's 
good design.) 

Daily Scripture Memory Verse 

Proverbs 14:1 (NKJV): "The wise woman builds her house, but the foolish pulls it down with 
her hands." 

Family Prayer 

Father in heaven, we bow before You today and confess that we live in a world that hates 
Your perfect design. We ask You to forgive us for the times we have been influenced by the 
chaos around us. We thank You for creating us male and female, and for giving us clear 
roles in Your kingdom. Lord, give the men in our home the courage to lead faithfully. Give 
the women in our home the grace to build up their house in wisdom. Help us to be a family 
that honors Your order in all things. We ask all this in the mighty name of Jesus. Amen. 

Day 2: The Anatomy of Pride 

Scripture Block 

Isaiah 3:16-17 (NKJV): "Moreover the Lord says: 'Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, 
and walk with outstretched necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, 
making a jingling with their feet, therefore the Lord will strike with a scab the crown of the 
head of the daughters of Zion, and the Lord will uncover their secret parts.'" 

Devotional Teaching and Application 

Isaiah gives us a chilling description of the daughters of Zion. They were haughty. What do 
we mean by this? Isaiah shows us that a woman's character is revealed in her physical 
posture and behavior. He lists specific ways their pride manifested. First of all, looking at 
their necks, they walked with "outstretched necks," lifting their chins in arrogance. Second, 
they had "wanton eyes," using their gaze seductively to manipulate others. Third, they 
walked with a "mincing" step, taking tiny, unnatural strides to draw attention to their 
bodies. And number four, they made a "jingling with their feet," wearing ankle bracelets that 
demanded everyone look at them when they entered a room. 

These women had forsaken Yahweh for the world, and they used their bodies to demand 
the attention of men. The fool according to the Bible is one who despises instruction and 
wisdom from God. These daughters of Zion were playing the fool. They thought their power 
was in their outward appearance, their jewelry, and their ability to turn heads. They were 
totally focused on the external, completely neglecting the hidden person of the heart. 
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We must guard our homes against this worldly mindset. The culture constantly preaches a 
message of self-promotion and sensual display. But true beauty, the kind that is immortal 
and precious in the sight of God, is found in a gentle and quiet spirit. It is found in a woman 
who seeks the approval of her Lord rather than the applause of men. 

Personal Reflection Question 

In what specific ways does the modern culture encourage the same "anatomy of pride" 
Isaiah described, and how can we actively cultivate modesty and humility in our own hearts 
and the hearts of our children? 

Questions for Children 

1. How were the women in our Bible verses trying to get everyone to look at them? 
(They were walking in a silly way, using their eyes to flirt, and wearing noisy jewelry 
so everyone would stare.) 

2. Does God care more about how fancy our clothes are, or how much we love Him in 
our hearts? (He cares most about our hearts and whether we have a gentle and 
quiet spirit.) 

Daily Scripture Memory Verse 

1 Peter 3:3-4 (NKJV): "Do not let your adornment be merely outward—arranging the hair, 
wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel—rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with 
the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of 
God." 

Family Prayer 

Lord God, You look upon the heart, while man looks only at the outward appearance. We 
confess that it is so easy to get caught up in wanting others to notice us and think we are 
beautiful or important. Guard our eyes, our speech, and our actions from the pride that 
destroyed the daughters of Zion. Clothe us instead with humility. Give us the incorruptible 
beauty of a quiet spirit that trusts in You. We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen. 

Day 3: The Bitter Harvest of Rebellion 

Scripture Block 

Isaiah 3:24-25 (NKJV): "And so it shall be: instead of a sweet smell there will be a stench; 
instead of a sash, a rope; instead of well-set hair, baldness; instead of a rich robe, a girding 
of sackcloth; and branding instead of beauty. Your men shall fall by the sword, and your 
mighty in the war." 
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Devotional Teaching and Application 

Because of their idolatrous pride, God promised a devastating judgment upon the 
daughters of Zion. The things they trusted in for their identity and their glory were going to 
be violently stripped away. Notice the stark contrasts Isaiah uses here. Instead of the sweet 
perfume they used to entice, there would be the stench of disease and death. Instead of 
beautiful sashes and rich robes, they would wear the rough ropes and sackcloth of captives 
being led into exile. Instead of elaborately braided hair, there would be baldness and 
mourning. 

You see, the daughter of Zion who decides she is going to be seductive will eventually be 
ruined. Sin always reaps a bitter harvest. The very men these women sought to seduce and 
control would fall by the sword in battle. They would be left completely destitute, sitting in 
the dust, weeping for everything they had lost. 

This is a severe warning. God will not be mocked. A society that abandons God's design for 
the family, adopting the lies of the surrounding culture, will find itself sitting in the ashes of 
its own rebellion. We cannot live like the world and expect to receive the blessings of the 
covenant. Judgment begins at the house of God, and the Lord will deal with the pride of His 
people. 

Personal Reflection Question 

When we look at the consequences of rejecting God's order, how does it change our 
perspective on the seemingly "small" compromises we make with the world's standards? 

Questions for Children 

1. What happened to all the beautiful clothes and sweet-smelling perfumes the proud 
women loved so much? (God took them away, and they were left with rags and 
sadness.) 

2. Why is it dangerous to love the things of the world more than we love God? (Because 
the things of the world will all fade away, and sin always brings punishment.) 

Daily Scripture Memory Verse 

Proverbs 31:30 (NKJV): "Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, but a woman who fears 
the Lord, she shall be praised." 

Family Prayer 

Holy and righteous God, Your judgments are true and entirely just. We read these warnings 
in Isaiah and we tremble at Your holiness. Deliver us from the deceitfulness of sin. Keep us 
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from falling in love with the passing beauty and charm of this world. Let us fear You above 
all things, knowing that everything else will eventually turn to dust. Have mercy on our 
nation, and begin a work of repentance in our own home today. In Christ’s name we pray. 
Amen. 

Day 4: The Promise of the Branch 

Scripture Block 

Isaiah 4:2 (NKJV): "In that day the Branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious; and 
the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and appealing for those of Israel who have escaped." 

Devotional Teaching and Application 

If the prophecy ended with chapter 3, we would be left without hope. But of course, 
judgment is never the final word for the people of God. In chapter 4, Isaiah reveals the 
future messianic salvation. Out of the cut-down stump of Judah, a shoot will come forth. 
This is the Branch of the Lord. A type is something that was divinely intended to be a picture 
of Christ, and here Isaiah gives us a direct, glorious promise of the coming Savior. 

Notice the contrast. The daughters of Zion tried to make themselves beautiful with jewelry, 
seductive looks, and pride. But their artificial beauty ended in judgment and baldness. 
Now, Isaiah says that the Branch of the Lord—Jesus Christ—shall be truly "beautiful and 
glorious." He brings a salvation that no human eƯort could ever achieve. True beauty is 
found only in Him, and it is given to those who are a part of the faithful remnant, those "who 
have escaped." 

This is the center of the gospel message. The Lord Jesus Christ steps into the ruins of our 
broken, sinful society. He is the true King who never fails to lead, protect, and provide. 
When we recognize our own spiritual bankruptcy, our own pride, and our own failures to 
keep the covenant, we must lift our eyes to the Branch. He is our only hope for restoration. 

Personal Reflection Question 

In what ways are we tempted to manufacture our own "glory" or success, instead of resting 
entirely in the beauty and the finished work of Jesus Christ? 

Questions for Children 

1. Who is the "Branch of the Lord" that the prophet Isaiah is talking about? (It is a 
special name for Jesus Christ, our Savior.) 

2. Instead of the fake beauty of the proud women, who has true, perfect beauty? (Jesus 
is the one who is truly beautiful and glorious.) 
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Daily Scripture Memory Verse 

Isaiah 4:2 (NKJV): "In that day the Branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious; and 
the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and appealing for those of Israel who have escaped." 

Family Prayer 

Lord Jesus, You are the Branch of the Lord. You are truly beautiful and glorious, the perfect 
King and the Savior of Your people. We confess that we have nothing of our own to oƯer 
You, and our own righteousness is like filthy rags. Thank You for stepping into the ruin of this 
world to bring life, fruitfulness, and salvation. Help us to fix our eyes on Your glory today, 
and to trust entirely in Your grace. We love You and we pray in Your holy name. Amen. 

Day 5: The Washing and the Refuge 

Scripture Block 

Isaiah 4:3-6 (NKJV): "And it shall come to pass that he who is left in Zion and remains in 
Jerusalem will be called holy... When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters 
of Zion, and purged the blood of Jerusalem from her midst... then the Lord will create above 
every dwelling place of Mount Zion... a cloud and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming 
fire by night. For over all the glory there will be a covering. And there will be a tabernacle for 
shade in the daytime from the heat, for a place of refuge, and for a shelter from storm and 
rain." 

Devotional Teaching and Application 

How does the Branch bring this glorious salvation? He does so by a profound and total 
cleansing. Isaiah says the Lord will wash away the filth of the daughters of Zion. He purges 
the blood-guilt from the city by the spirit of judgment and burning. We know from the New 
Testament that this washing was accomplished at the cross. He truly died on the cross, 
taking the fire of God's judgment upon Himself, so that His people could be washed clean 
and called holy. 

But He does not just wash them and leave them to fend for themselves. He provides His 
abiding presence. Just as God led Israel through the wilderness with a pillar of cloud by day 
and fire by night, the Lord promises to cover every dwelling place of Mount Zion. He makes 
His church a place of refuge, a shelter from the storm. 

When God washes a people, He dwells with them. When He transforms a family, He places 
His covering over their home. God takes proud, rebellious sinners, washes them in the 
blood of Christ, and transforms them into holy pillars for His kingdom. As we live out our 
days in a culture that is increasingly hostile to the things of God, we do not need to be 
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afraid. Our homes, grounded in covenant faithfulness and washed by the blood of the 
Branch, are meant to be a tabernacle of shade, a place of refuge in the heat of a wicked 
world. 

Personal Reflection Question 

How can our home practically serve as a "place of refuge" and a "shelter from the storm" 
for our family members and for others in our local church? 

Questions for Children 

1. How does God make His people clean from their sins? (He washes away their filth 
by the blood of Jesus Christ.) 

2. What does God promise to put over the homes of His people? (He promises to be a 
covering and a safe shelter from the storms of the world.) 

Daily Scripture Memory Verse 

Isaiah 1:18 (NKJV): "Come now, and let us reason together, says the Lord, though your sins 
are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool." 

Family Prayer 

Gracious Father, we praise You for the cleansing power of the gospel. Thank You for not 
leaving us in our filth and our pride, but for washing us clean through the blood of Your Son. 
We ask that You would cause Your presence to rest upon our home. Make our family a 
tabernacle of shade, a place of peace, and a refuge from the storms of this wicked world. 
May everything we do point to the beauty of the Branch, our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose 
name we pray. Amen. 

 


